Bill Brandt, A Night in London, 1938
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- BILL BRANDT

This was Brandt’s second book (his first, The English at Home of 1936 is in the
library). It is a portrait of the city from dusk to dawn, told through images that
hover between straight documentary and the staged, a style best described as
‘photo-illustration’, perhaps. The images are arranged to function both as pairs
on each spread and as a loose sequence from the first page to the last.
Few copies survive as most were destroyed in a warehouse fire.
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marble }\11'x('11!;11i<)1| clock all are there in the

pulsating London night. There are prints too, of

the London that ncver alu'lwx, the allevs and

COurts w hL'I'L‘ l|1L' |i;:}‘|l~ tli\\”‘.(l‘ ]il[lc 'Lj!'(bll]\*. nf

men talking together or disappearing round corners
and the watching women at upper windows.  Onec
thinks of the trek, reported in the London §tatistics,
of the homeless men that cross London every
night north to south or south to north on their
mys$terious occasion.

One of the carly photographers was so bother
ed by Turner’s incessant intere§t in his processes
that he chased the great painter out of his $tudio.
Times have changed since then. Photographers
now inveigle artsts into their §tudios and learn what

'

they can from them : we have had “ artistic ” photo
graphers that made photographs look like ctchings,
pastels and drawings, Now our be§t photo
graphers are again throwing the arti§ts out of the
Studio and giving the photograph in its best photo
graphic qualitics, the camera in§talled in 1its own
right. “How photographic !” they used to say of
the Pre-raphaclite pictures. “How Pre-raphaclite™
we might say of Bill Brandt’s “A Night in London,”
but that only means that he has a great talent for
design and his subjeéts always come well in the
space of the print. That is a part of fine art.
JAMES BONE.

TWILIGHT OVER LONDON
LE CREPUSCULE TOMSEEL SUR LONDRES
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WORK IN THE CITY IS QVER

LA CITE LA JOURNEE EST TERMINEE
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MADAM HAS A BATH..
ON PREPARE LE BAIN DE MADAME
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MEN ARE PLEASE WITH THEIR BUSINESS UL

BOOKMAKERS AND TIC-TAL
p 5 N Kh

IME GREYHOUND RACE TRACKS ARE CROWDED
( DE LEVRIES
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IN A DOORWAY IN WAPPING
JEUNE COUPLE A WAPPING
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AT BLACKFRIARS RING
AU * BLACKFRIARS RING™
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DRAWINGROOM IN KENSINGTON
UN SALON A KENSINGTON
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WHOLE FAMILIES SLEEP IN ONE ROOM
DOAMEN INS UN AM AR

DARK AND DAMP ARE THE HOUSES IN STEPNEY
LE MAISONS A STEPNEY SONT OBSCURES ET HUMIDES
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MAGIC HOURS AT MALF PAST TEN Mr. AND Mrs. SMITH PREPARE FOR B2

HEURE DOUCE 28 29 A DIX HEU
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JOCADERO-CABARET
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AFTER THE THEATRE
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1OF FLOOR E THAMES TOWARDS BERMONDSEY

ENFIN SEULS 4 T OTAM
A TAN
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BREAX THROUGH THE CLOUDS
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NIGHT PATROL IN THE UNDERGROUND
NDE ! ANS LE METRO
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LATE LIGHTS IN MAYFAIR
A UMiItas
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NSIDE A COMMON LODGING HOUSE
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URGENT CALL FOR SCOTLAND YARD

LAN YARD
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